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or ornaments of monkey teeth in the incision.
It was also said that at ordinary times a plain
wooden pin is worn in the hole in the lower lip and
that while talking they move this about with their
tongues, a habit which is also common to the
Jivaros.*
One report which ijreatly astonished me was that
all who had actually seen the Aueas declared them
to be very liirht -coloured -uas light as you are." The
women, 1 was informed, are even lighter (I was
deeply tanned at the time); the men usually large
and stout, with long hairs staggered at the temples.
Although addicted, according to reports, to the use
of ehicha, the Aucas never become intoxicated.
One of my informants declared that the men are
monogamous but that the chiefs have two wives,
that there are no concubines, and that marriage
between near relations is considered a grave sin,
Davalos described their marriage customs, stating
that the prospective groom must show his skill by
stabbing his spear through a slender stick, and if he
fails to hit the mark, lie is not deemed worthy of
marriage* During the ceremony, which is often held
for a number of weddings at once, the men dance in
* According to some authorities those customs indicate decidedly
Carib tendencies. Tlui low-rcwfod rectangular community houses, the
ear-plugs and the feathers in the now as well us thu perforated lower
lip are ail in vogue among the various tribes of Carib stock throughout
theGuianas, Venemutla, Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, Colombia, and elsewhere,
It would be interesting to learn if the Aucas decorate their fore-
heads or heads with tufts of white down attached to the hair. This is
the tribal mark of theCaribs and might be conclusive evidence that
the Ssabelas are of Carib stock,